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Introduction

The lights are dimmed, the musicians are in nlace, the hall is silent.

One of  the instrurnentalists steps forward and recites:

Instrumentalist Speaker:

On March 27, 1980; the floating 10,000-ton "semi-submersible" platform "Alexander Kielland", stationed
at the Ekofisk oil field 300 kilometers south-west of Stavanger, Norway, capsized in a storm. Of the 228
workers on board at the time, 139 died and another 50 were injured. This was one of a long series of fatal

disasters in the recent history of North Sea oil exploration. Some of the previous accidents were:

November, 1975: Exlosion on the Alpha platform at Ekofisk: three dead and three wounded.

March, 1976: Six Norwegian workers drowned.

April, 1977: Explosion on the Ekofisk Bravo platform. Huge oil spill led to catastrophic pollution of the
North Sea.

October, 1977: Fire on the Maersk-Explorer platform. One French diver dead.

February, 1978: Fire on the Statfjord platform. Five workers dead.

February, 1978: An American diver dies at Ekofisk.

Since the capsizing of the Alexander Kielland, a number of further accidents have taken place:

November, 1983: Explosive decompression at the Byford Dolphin platform. Four divers killed and one
injured.

July, 1988: Explosion on the Piper Alpha platform. 167 people killed. Thirty bodies never recovered.
August, 1991: The Sleipner A platform sinks, resulting in a magnitude 3 earthquake.

July, 1995: British diver dies off Bacton, Norfolk.

August, 2011: Oil spill at Gannet Alpha platform leaks 216 tons of oil into North Sea.

July, 2014: Swedish oil worker falls from helicopter into the North Sea, dying on impact.

December, 2015: Large wave strikes the COSL Innovator platform. Norwegian worker dead.

April, 2016: Helicopter ferrying passengers from the Gullfaks B platform crashes. 13 passengers dead.
October, 2016: Oil spill at BP Clair platform leaks 105 tons of oil into North Sea.

The following texts are taken from actual newspaper accounts and interviews with real people.

Instrumental accompaniment begins (see next page)...
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were thrown right in-to the sea.
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I have ser-vice groups un-re-lat-ed to oil.
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I have barg-es for when stor-age costs are bad.
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And a big steel con-tain-er pinned me a-gainst the wall. Drums of oil were fly-ing a-round. [ saw a life - boat, but then I went un-der.
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I am as in-fal - li-ble as pos - si-ble.
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Peo-ple say they can con-trol us, but they can't.
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but on-ly a few of them got in-to the wa-ter.
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The oth-ers could-n't be launched be-cause of the tilt.

N wﬁ .. 2 o

d - / o / é ¢ / o
N y ® e - 2 .. - . @ P

i S d m &

N D3 q Iy [ .

ﬂ - e £ S S —
M °oe o0 o | @ o j o o oo |
e llr [ Cr cedtl el iy or!




Dlr.

w

Wkr.

=[5

}‘7 aaj_aﬁqha- :

The Rot-ter-dam mar-ket makes ends meet

A-bout ten of us made it to life-boat five.

It was up-side down. We man-aged to turn it
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but on-ly five per-cent of us are in Rot-ter-dam.

74” - o ‘7 ud 3 .. -
U ,7d [A—— 3 / o
E_ o Yo 5 ‘j‘ 2 o ;=T? 2 ° . . o
| ﬂ o/ﬁ - s - Pg -
e goo et [ R
ﬂ < e r E_f -
I could-n't af-ford to pan-ic.

iy B i "r"’ e — % A

,u 7

1N 2} ? o - - q?w ?P d

u 3 [ P 7 ;

N

I - _

[IIJ sddddd ° £ e o o e d pep e o [ o oo |
di dig r i, I

_64-




1S}
=]
=

Fff=7=j e J | | |

Dlr. ] - o -

d | ¢ s o [ [ o o | \

The oth-er trad - ers are eve-ry-where.
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No coun try  can hold us No one gov-ern-ment can check up on us.
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we were right

don't know how we did it,
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On ly banks can check. 1 live by banks.
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[ want an in - ter-na-tion-al bank guar-an-tee.
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The guar - an-tee is my life, and it is au - to-mat-ic.
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If nine-ty-nine say things are high, and you say they're low,
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Platt's will know this.
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